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coins were found in Ireland, it would not follow that their 
discovery was any evidence of intercourse between the ancient 
Etruscans and this country, unless it could be shown clearly 
that they were found in a situation to warrant such an infe- 
rence. This Sir William Betham had not attempted to show. 
Some of the coins he exhibited are supposed to have been 
found in the bed of a river, along with broken tobacco pipes and 
other articles, of a date much later than the days of Etruscan 
navigators : others are said to have been bought by a shop- 
keeper in a provincial town, who is supposed to have procured 
them from the peasantry, who are supposed to have found 
them in the fields. 

On such evidence, Dr. Todd contended that it was impos- 
sible to draw any inference from the discovery of these coins, 
even if it were certain that they had been really found in the 
bed of a river, or dug up in bogs and fields in Ireland. Sir 
William Betham had not given any satisfactory evidence or 
testimony to prove this fact ; and had occupied the greater 
part of his paper with proving the coins to be Etruscan, which 
no person was disposed to deny. 



Professor Allman called the attention of the Academy to 
the occurrence of Hylurgus Piniperda as destructive to the 
pine plantations in the county of Tipperary. 



January 10th, 1848. 

REV. HUMPHREY LLOYD, D. D., President, 
in the Chair. 

Henry Croly, M. D., John Greene, Esq., Alexander H. 
Haliday, Esq., James Hartley, Esq., William Thomas Lett, 
Esq., F. T. C. D., George Miller, Esq., and Henry Wilson, 
M. D., were elected Members of the Academy. 
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The Secretary of the Council brought up a draft of a 
Memorial to His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, praying 
the Government to make a special grant of £400 to the 
Academy, for the purchase of the Betham collection of Irish 
Manuscripts. 

On the recommendation of the Council, 

It was resolved, — That the sum of £100 be allocated 
out of the funds of the Academy, towards the purchase of the 
Bethara MSS. 

The Treasurer having opened a list, the sum of £129 9*. 
was immediately subscribed by Members of the Academy 
towards the same purpose. 

Richard Griffith, Esq., on the part of the Shannon Com- 
missioners, presented a collection of Antiquities lately found 
in that river. 



Rev. John Connell presented a skull of a very peculiar 
shape, and a number of fragments of encaustic tiles found in 
the excavations lately made in the avenue leading from the 
Royal Hospital towards Kilmainham. 



William R. Wilde, Esq., presented a remarkably round 
skull found in a tumulus with an urn, near Dunamaes, and also 
a skull discovered at Kilmainham with the iron weapons lately 
presented to the Academy by the Governors of the Royal 
Hospital. 



Mr. George Yeates presented his Meteorological Journal, 
commencing 1st January, and ending 31st December, 1847.* 



William R. Wilde, Esq., exhibited, by permission of Mrs. 
Beauchamp Newton, a cinerary urn found in the county 

* See Appendix, No. I. 
D 2 
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Carlow, near Bagnalstown, and made some general remarks on 
Irish cinerary urns, &c. 

This urn was discovered in the cutting for the Southern 
Railway. 

It is the most beautiful of its kind ever found in Ireland. 
It measures only four inches across, and is of a cup-like shape, 
and covered with elaborate carvings. It was found full of 
portions of burned human bones, and was immersed in ano- 
ther and a larger urn. 



Sir William Betham read a letter received by him from 
Charles Haliday, Esq., M. R. I. A. 

" Monkstown Park, 
"Jan. 8, 1848. 

" Dear Sir William, — I have little doubt that the coins 
sent to the Academy were found either in pulling down my 
house, &c, on Arran-quay, or in preparing foundations for 
rebuilding. The house was purchased nearly sixty years since 
from Samuel Burrowes, father, I think, of the late Dean Bur- 
rowes, who had previously carried on the business of an apothe- 
cary there for many years. In this house my brother, William 
Haliday, resided and died, and if the coins were found in the 
house, they must have been his ; and he never collected anti- 
quities except those found in Ireland. 

" These coins were brought to me by the person who 
overlooked the workmen, and I think he then mentioned they 
were « part of some things which had been found.' At the 
time I was much engaged by pressing and most important 
business, and not being a collector of coins or antiquities, I 
paid little attention to the matter until, casually meeting my 
old friend, Dr. Petrie, in a railway carriage, it was brought 
to my recollection by an anecdote of his ardent pursuit of 
some coins at an early period of life. A few days after I 
selected them from the drawer into which I had thrown them, 



